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FELTON COMMON 
 

MANAGEMENT PLAN 
2014 

 
1 INTRODUCTION 
This document is a five-year management plan, written in 2014. An earlier 
management plan was produced in 2003. The site is a registered common 
and has large expanses of species-rich grassland and bracken-dominated 
vegetation, with smaller amounts of scrub. 

 
2 DESCRIPTION 
 
2.1 Site Information 
 Parish: Winford 
 Local Planning Authority: North Somerset Council 
 Central Grid Reference: ST 518 651 
 Area:  39.6 hectares  
 
2.2 Access 
There is open access for pedestrians to the whole site. Public footpaths run 
along the common’s western, southern and north-eastern boundaries; from 
the south-western corner at Long Lane north-eastwards to Felton Street; and 
from Kingdown Lane in the south-eastern corner north to St Katharine’s 
Church and north to Felton Street. Vehicular access is possible from St 
Katharines Church (West Lane), Felton Street, Hay Lane (via an unsurfaced 
track), Kingdown Lane and Long Lane. Except to properties which have an 
easement, vehicles are not allowed across the common and are restricted by 
notices. 
 
2.3  Physical 
Most of the common is underlain by Jurassic Harptree beds, with smaller 
areas of Carboniferous Limestone and Jurassic lias. The changes in 
underlying geology are reflected in the soil and vegetation types: most of the 
common has acid-loving flora, but limestone influence becomes evident 
towards St Katharine’s Church in the northern part of the common.  
 
The common forms part of an area of high-lying ground formerly known as 
Broadfield Down. The highest point of the site, in the south-eastern corner, is 
at 190 metres and it falls away to 165 metres close to the church. There are 
no water courses or ponds on the common. 
 
2.4 Tenure 
The common is owned and managed by Winford Parish Council. North 
Somerset Council have responsibility for enforcing bye-laws. The common is 
registered as common land under the Commons Registration Act 1965 and 
commoners’ rights are registered to 30 properties. These include rights to 
graze 878 sheep, 315 cattle, 220 pigs, 21 horses and ponies and 200 
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unspecified animals. Commoners also have rights to cut bracken and gorse. 
None of these rights is currently exercised. 
 
The common is a Local Nature Reserve. Winford Parish Council have recently 
entered into a ten year Higher Level Stewardship agreement, expiring on 30th 
November 2023, with Natural England. Specified management under the 
agreement includes grassland management, mechanical management of 
bracken and successional management of scrub, as well as production of this 
plan. 
  
2.5 Biological Information 
The current information is based on surveys carried out between July and 
October 2014, supported by information based on a visit made in April 2014 
and on consultation. The late season of the survey means that some plant 
species, particularly those growing under bracken, invertebrates and breeding 
birds will have been under-recorded. Further surveys in spring 2015 are 
proposed to update some of this information. 
 
2.5.1 Introduction 
The main habitats are species-rich grassland, of differing levels of diversity, 
which dominates the western part of the common, and bracken-dominated 
vegetation, which is dominant to the east. The bracken-dominated area is 
being invaded by trees and shrubs, particularly in the eastern part of the 
common. There is a small area of gorse-dominated scrub in the central part of 
the common, and very small areas of calcareous grassland and secondary 
woodland to the north of West Lane. 
 
2.5.2 Vegetation 
Grassland 
The grassland that occupies most of the western part of the common has 
frequent red fescue (Festuca rubra), common bent (Agrostis capillaris) and 
Yorkshire fog (Holcus lanatus) with locally frequent sweet vernal grass 
(Anthoxanthum odoratum) and velvet bent (Agrostis vineale). The most 
frequent herb species are red clover (Trifolium pratense), white clover 
(Trifolium repens), bird’s-foot trefoil (Lotus corniculatus) and tormentil 
(Potentilla erecta). Species present in smaller quantity include pignut 
(Conopodium majus), lesser stitchwort (Stellaria graminea) and purging flax 
(Linum catharticum). Bracken (Pteridium aquilinum) is frequent in much of the 
grassland particularly to the east, and some of these areas are less diverse 
with an increased frequency of tall grasses such as Yorkshire fog and false 
oat-grass (Arrhenatherum elatius). 
 
Similar grassland is present on the former football pitch in the southern part of 
the common, although sweet vernal grass is more frequent here, as are 
tormentil and bitter vetchling (Lathyrus linifolius). 
 
In the northern part of the site, at the bottom of the slope towards St 
Katharine’s Church, a more calcareous influence is evident in the grassland. 
Additional grass species here include upright brome (Bromopsis erecta) and 
downy oat-grass (Helictotrichon pubescens). Herb species here include 
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common spotted orchid (Dactylorhiza fushsii), lady’s bedstraw (Galium verum) 
and burnet saxifrage (Pimpinella saxifraga). 
In the small area to the north of West Lane calcareous grassland is more 
marked still and species present here include salad burnet (Sanguisorba 
minor) and greater mullein (Verbascum thapsus). 
 
Grassland in the bracken-dominated eastern part of the common is restricted 
to a few small patches, for instance on barrows, and even smaller fragment 
along paths. These areas mostly have a more acidic nature than the 
grasslands to the west and support species such as upright St John’s wort 
(Hypericum pulchrum), sheep’s sorrel (Rumex acteosella), harebell 
(Campanula rotundifolia) and pill sedge (Carex pilulifera). 
 
The best developed acidic grassland is around the gorse-dominated areas, 
where grass species include wavy hair-grass (Deschampsia flexuosa), purple 
moor-grass (Molinia caerulea) and heath grass (Danthonia decumbens). Herb 
species here include large quantities of heath bedstraw (Galium saxatile) and 
there are very small patches of both bilberry (Vaccinium myrtillus) and ling 
(Calluna vulgaris). 
 
Tall Herb Vegetation 
Large areas of the eastern part of the common are overwhelmingly dominated 
by bracken. The ground flora beneath this bracken is probably more diverse 
than surveys from July onwards suggest. At this time of year large quantities 
of bluebell (Hyacinthoides non-scriptus) were evident, as were smaller 
quantities of both common dog-violet (Viola riviniana) and early dog-violet 
(Viola reichanbachiana). In places tall herbs, particularly rosebay willowherb 
(Chamerion angustifolum) protrude above the bracken. Tree encroachment is 
obvious in places, particularly towards Hay Lane. The most frequent species 
is hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna); other species include pedunculate oak 
(Quercus robur), sallow (Salix x reichanbachiana) and rowan (Sorbus 
aucuparia). 
 
Rosebay willowherb is locally frequent elsewhere, particularly on the north-
western fringe of the common and there is a small area dominated by stinging 
nettle (Urtica dioica) near the football pitch. Around Felton Street, on the 
northern edge of the common, there are significant patches of stinging nettle 
and creeping thistle (Cirsium arvense), with associated rank grassland 
dominated by false oat-grass and cocksfoot (Dactylis glomerata). 
 
Scrub and Woodland 
Scattered trees and scrub are present across the bracken-dominated areas, 
but the most distinctive area of scrub is in the central part of the common, 
where western gorse (Ulex gallii) is frequent, with smaller quantities of 
common gorse (Ulex europaeus) and bramble (Rubus fruticosus agg). 
 
2.5.3 Fauna 
The common supports large and varied bird populations. Skylark breeds in 
the taller areas of grassland, kestrel and peregrine frequently feed over the 
area and there are occasional records of barn owl. Breeding species in the 
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bracken-dominated areas include whitethroat, willow warbler, dunnock, 
bullfinch, linnet and yellowhammer. Stonechat previously bred here, but 
disappeared after a sequence of hard winters. The common also attracts 
good numbers of birds on migration, and non-breeding visitors include 
meadow pipit, wheatear and redstart.  
 
There is a badger set on the north-western side of the common. The small 
population of rabbits on the common seems to be particularly associated with 
gorse patches. Other mammals recorded include roe and muntjac deer. 
 
There is little information on the common’s invertebrate populations: it is 
hoped that further records can be gathered in spring 2015. Butterflies include 
grassland species such as common blue, small copper, marbled white and 
small heath. Grassland moths include six-spot and narrow-bordered five spot 
burnets. Other moth species recorded include the micro-moth Hysterophera 
maculosana, which feeds as a larva on bluebell, and bracken-feeding species 
such as brown silver-lines. The common supports a population of oil-beetles. 
 
2.5.4 Lower Plants 
The most frequent mosses in the grasslands are Kindbergia praelonga and 
Pseudocleropodium purum. Mosses are most diverse in the acid grassland 
where species present include Hypnum jutlandicum, Orthodontium lineare, 
Campylopus flexuosus, Rhytidiadelhus loreus, Dicranella schreberiana and 
Polytrichum commune. No fungus surveys are known to have been carried 
out, but the presence of at least six species of waxcap (Hygrocybe langei, 
pratense, psittacina, nivea, marchii and intermedia) suggests that the 
grassland may be of significant interest for this group. 
 
2.6 Cultural Information 
There are features of considerable archaeological interest on the common. 
The following are listed on the North Somerset Sites and Monuments Register 
and shown on map 3. 
 

SMR Ref. Name Date Type 

00674 Round barrow (conjoined) Bronze Age Round barrow 

00678 Chambered long barrow Neolithic Long barrow 

00680 Round barrow (conjoined) Bronze Age Round barrow 

00681 Round barrow Bronze Age Round barrow 

02182 Tower of former windmill Early C19th Windmill 

05313 Possible round barrow Bronze Age Round barrow 

05314 Possible round barrow Bronze Age Round barrow 

40556 Undated linear earthworks Medieval? Linear bank/ditch 

40590 The Suck Stone Natural Holed stone 

41881 Site of WW2 ARP/Home Guard hut near water 
tower 

  

42906 Possible round barrow Bronze Age Round barrow 
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The barrows at 00678 and 00680 are Scheduled Ancient Monuments. 
 
2.7 Historic Management 
There is little information on historic management but the common was 
traditionally managed by grazing; the commoners’ rights also suggest that 
gorse and bracken were cut. This management was interrupted during the 
Second World War, when virtually the whole common was ploughed for food 
production. The composition of the grassland communities suggests that 
fertiliser was applied at some date following this. The 2003 management plan 
states that at that time small numbers of beef cattle continued to graze the 
common, but grazing ceased soon afterwards and maintenance of the 
grasslands since then has depended on mowing. Recent concern and 
planning of management has been dominated by efforts to control the spread 
of bracken, which is discussed under the trends and management sections 
below. 
 

3 EVALUATION 
 
3.1 Grasslands 
The common is most significant for its range of grassland types. Unimproved 
grassland is recognized as a priority for conservation in both the UK and the 
North Somerset Biodiversity Action Plans (BAPs) and there are large areas of 
grassland on the common that are either unimproved or semi-improved, with 
significant elements of unimproved grassland. In a national context the most 
significant areas are the calcareous grasslands on Carboniferous Limestone, 
which are characterised by species such as upright brome, burnet saxifrage 
and common spotted orchid. In a more local context, however, the acidic 
grassland is more significant. Many of the species present in this vegetation 
type are notable in the former County of Avon. These species include upright 
St John’s wort, harebell, sheep’s sorrel, velvet bent, purple moor-grass and 
wavy hair-grass. The most uncommon species locally are pill sedge and 
bilberry, both of which are restricted to a very small number of sites in the 
former county of Avon. 
 
The extent of species-rich grassland, rather than its exact floristic 
composition, is probably important for animals. Species present include a 
locally important population of skylark, a species that is locally uncommon and 
is included in the Red List of birds of conservation concern because of steep 
declines in national populations. The grassland also provides feeding habitat 
for three species on the Amber List, which either breed on the site itself or in 
nearby areas: kestrel, green woodpecker and mistle thrush. 
 
The grassland insect populations have not been well studied, but include 
small heath butterfly, which is a UK BAP species due to recent declines in 
abundance. Several other grassland specialists, including marbled white, 
small copper and common blue butterflies and the hoverfly Xanthogramma 
pedissequum, are also present. The large area of grassland is probably 
important to several groups. Bumblebees, for instance, are frequent although 
only common species have been recorded to date.  
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At least four species of waxcap are present, suggesting that the common 
might be of value for grassland fungi. 
 
3.2 Tall Herb Vegetation 
The bracken dominated areas, away from surviving patches of grassland, are 
not botanically diverse, but they do have a large population bluebell. The moth 
Hysterophera maculosana, which feeds as a larva on bluebell, is locally rare 
and is recorded from only one other site in the Moths of the Bristol Region 
(which covers the former county of Avon). 
 
The bird populations of these areas are large and diverse, although for most 
species it is probably the scattered trees and shrubs rather than the bracken 
that are of value. Birds breeding here include three Red List species (song 
thrush, linnet and yellowhammer) and at least four Amber List species 
(bullfinch, dunnock, willow warbler and whitethroat). Mistle thrush and green 
woodpecker, which are frequent visitors to the common, may breed here in 
some years. Although these species have all suffered population declines in 
recent decades most of them remain widespread in the local area. Some, 
however, are less frequent and the common’s populations of linnet and 
yellowhammer are some of the largest in North Somerset. 
 
The other areas of tall herb vegetation are small and are not of any botanical 
interest. They do, however, provide food plants and nectar for invertebrates 
and contribute to the biodiversity of the common. 
 
3.3 Scrub and other Woody Vegetation 
Gorse scrub is an unusual habitat locally and western gorse is an uncommon 
plant in the former county of Avon. The gorse is favoured by birds such as 
linnet, dunnock and whitethroat and also provides cover for rabbits. 
 
There is not yet any true heathland vegetation on the common, but the 
presence of a very small quantity of bilberry and heather suggests that it 
might be possible to establish heath, which would be a considerable increase 
in the common’s biodiversity interest. 
 
The encroaching trees and scrub in the bracken dominated area are used by 
birds such as willow warbler and yellowhammer. Species such as sallow and 
hawthorn also provide valuable nectar sources for insects. 
 
The woodland in the area to the north of West Lane provides some cover for 
birds and other wildlife, but is not of significant ecological interest. 
  
3.4 Amenity 
The common is used by large numbers of people for walking and particularly 
for dog walking. It is has high amenity value. 
 
There has been little use of the common for educational or other formal 
activities, but the barrows have been subject to surveys by archaeology 
undergraduates and there is potential for the local primary school to use the 
common. 
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3.5 Wider Context 
The site provides a large area of semi-natural habitats and its value for 
species from the surrounding area is suggested by frequent visits from 
species such as kestrel that do not breed on the common. It is also likely to 
provide foraging habitat for bats: the surrounding area is important for both 
lesser and greater horseshoe bats, as well as other bat species. It also plays 
a part in providing connectivity between sites with comparable habitat in the 
wider area, which include Goblin Combe to the west, grasslands around 
Blagdon and Chew Valley Lakes to the south and east, and at Barrow Gurney 
and Ashton Court to the north. 
 
3.6 Cultural 
The common has a high concentration of archaeological features, which 
include two Scheduled Ancient Monuments. The site in the southern part of 
the common is of particular importance as a rare example of conjoined 
barrows. Felton Common is also of cultural interest as the largest area of 
common land with a recent history of the traditional exercise of commoners’ 
rights in North Somerset. 
 
3.7 Summary of Important Features 
In the following table “County” refers to the former county of Avon and 
“District” to North Somerset. 

 
Feature Importance 

 National County District Local 

Acidic 
Grassland 

 High High High 

Calcareous 
Grassland 

 Moderate High High 

Dwarf Shrub  Moderate High High 

Bird 
Populations 

 Moderate High High 

Invertebrate 
Populations 

 Potentially 
High 

Moderate / 
potentially 
high 

High 

Fungus 
Populations 

 Potentially 
High 

Potentially 
High 

Potentially 
High 

Amenity   Moderate High 

Cultural  Moderate High High 
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4 MANAGEMENT 
 
4.1 Trends 
The 2003 management plan includes results of vegetation surveys carried out 
in 2002 and direct comparisons with the plant communities then are therefore 
possible, with the proviso that the 2014 surveys were carried out late in the 
season. Appendix 1 compares the results of the 2002 and 2014 surveys. 
 
Comparison of the table showing plant species recorded in the grassland 
areas shows that there have been very few changes in the species 
composition of either the main grassland area or the fragments remaining 
within the bracken-dominated area. Species losses are more or less balanced 
by species gains, especially when allowing for the late season of the 2014 
surveys and the inevitable variations between surveys. The most notable 
species apparently lost since 2002 are heath spotted orchid (Dactylorhiza 
maculata) and eyebright (Euphrasia officinalis agg.). The most notable gains 
are common spotted orchid and ling. 
 
There is less complete botanical data from 1991/92 and some indicator 
species of unimproved grassland, namely hairy violet (Viola hirta), greater 
knapweed (Centaurea scabiosa) and common milkwort (Polygala vulgaris) 
have been lost since then. On the other hand, bilberry was un-recorded from 
the common during the fieldwork for the Avon Flora Project, which lasted from 
1983 to 1999, and was not known from here when White’s Flora of Bristol was 
published in 1912. It may therefore have colonised the site recently, 
representing a significant gain in nature conservation value. 
 
The most striking change in grassland quality has occurred at the former 
football pitch. This was described in the 2003 management plan as being of 
poor quality, with an abundance of perennial rye-grass and crested dogstail, 
both of which have since become rare here. It now has a diverse sward, which 
includes indicator species of unimproved grassland such as bitter vetchling 
(Lathyrus linifolius), tormentil and common bird’s-foot trefoil. 
 
Concern has been expressed about bracken encroachment across species-
rich grassland. The 2003 management plan includes a table comparing 
coverage of the various habitat types in 2002 with coverage recorded in 1991. 
This exercise has been repeated in 2014. The figures for the different 
categories of grassland should be viewed with caution, since the boundaries 
between unimproved and semi-improved grassland and between calcareous 
and acidic grassland are not clear-cut and will be drawn differently by different 
surveyors. However, the overall figures for grassland cover and bracken 
provide a guide to trends in vegetation cover. The total areas do not equate 
between surveys, presumably because different area were ascribed to scrub 
and have not been included. 
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Habitat Type Estimated Cover 
in 1991 (ha) 

Estimated Cover 
in 2002 (ha) 

Estimated Cover 
in 2014 (ha) 

Unimproved Acidic 
Grassland 

18.6 1.0 1.0 

Semi-improved acidic 
grassland 

8.6 2.0 6.5 

Semi-improved neutral – 
acidic grassland 

Included above 9.2 5.3 

Dense Bracken 5.2 14.1 15.0 

Scattered Bracken 1.7 2.5 8.0 

Semi-improved neutral – 
calcareous grassland 

Included above 1.5 1.2 

   

 
The increase in the area of semi-improved acidic grassland between 2002 
and 2014 is due to the diversification in the sward at the former football pitch. 
 
The most important conclusions from the table are that: 
 

 The coverage of dense bracken increased markedly between 1991 and 
2002 and has spread since then, although possibly at a slower rate;  

 The coverage of scattered bracken has increased markedly since 
2002; 

 There has been a decrease in the amount of semi-improved neutral-
acidic grassland, which is probably due to the increase in scattered 
bracken. However, large elements of this habitat type remain within the 
scattered bracken. 

 
These trends are in part linked to the major change in the management of the 
common, the gradual abandonment of grazing and conversion to a mowing 
regime. It should be noted that the major increase in coverage of dense 
bracken took place whilst grazing was still in use, presumably as a result in a 
gradual decline in the number of animals. However, the area with some 
growth of bracken has increased markedly since grazing was replaced by 
mowing. 
 
In 2014 management of parts of the common was targeted on control of 
bracken. Some areas of grassland were mown early in the season, and the 
survey in September showed that these were largely free of bracken. 
 
The only animal group for which comparisons of historic and present data is 
possible is birds. There have been some losses of species of conservation 
concern since 2003. However, these are almost certainly due to wider trends 
rather than changes on the common itself: stonechat has disappeared from 
sites across the area following a series of cold winters; and spotted flycatcher 
has virtually disappeared for unknown reasons, perhaps relating to changes 
on its wintering grounds in Africa. The data are not sufficient to allow 
comparison of population sizes. 
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The Scheduled Ancient Monuments have been kept free of scrub and are 
generally in a good condition. However, rocks that were placed to protect the 
barrow were removed under the advice of the County Archaeologist. This has 
allowed vehicular access to the barrow – as the highest point on the common 
it has been vulnerable to this problem in the past. Very few vehicles create a 
problem, but rutting on the barrow side was noted in July 2014 as a result of a 
four-wheel drive repeatedly being driven across the monument. 
 
There are few trends affecting the amenity value of the site and there are 
anecdotal reports of an increase in dog walkers. Increased traffic at the airport 
has increased noise levels across the common. There is a problem, which is 
apparently increasing, with litter at the St Katharine’s Church car park. Much 
of this probably originates from drivers waiting for pick-ups at the airport. 
There are very few other areas of conflict between recreation and other 
objectives on the common. The most significant of these is that dog-walking 
may constrain certain types of grazing, and does limit potential use of hay 
from the site. Vehicular access created localised problems, in addition to 
those relating to the barrow, around St Katharine’s Church. One adjacent 
homeowner has planted a eucalyptus on the common. Whilst in itself this 
does not threaten the biodiversity or amenity value of the site, if further 
encroachments were made there would be an adverse impact. 
 
Walkers play a major role in keeping paths through the bracken dominated 
areas, together with small pockets of species-rich acid grassland, open. The 
common’s skylark population co-exists with current levels of public access. 
 
4.2 Constraints 
The main constraint on management of the site is imposed by its status as a 
common. Whilst this is compatible with management for amenity and 
conservation it does mean that consent from the Planning Inspectorate under 
Section 38 of the Commons Act 2006 would be required for any permanent 
fencing. Temporary fencing of up to 10% of the common would be allowed 
without consent, but there would be concern over theft of fencing. There is a 
requirement to consult commoners over major changes to management, but 
this does not imply any power of veto.  
 
Felton Common is a Local Nature Reserve (LNR), LNRs are designated under 
Section 21 of the National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 1949, as 
amended by Schedule 11 of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities 
Act 2006. The main aim of LNR management must be to care for the natural 
features which make the site special. 
 
All active birds’ nests are protected by law and this means that trees and 
shrubs should not be cleared between 1st March and 31st July. This restriction 
also applies to areas of tall grassland in which skylarks are nesting, so long as 
their young are flightless. 
 
The Occupiers Liability Act places an obligation on Winford Parish Council, as 
the site’s owner, to ensure that every reasonable care is taken to minimise 
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risks to visitors to the site. There are no hazards on the site beyond those 
associated with any other area of open land. 
 
Leaders of practical work parties should be aware of the relevant health and 
safety guidelines. 
 
Upkeep of boundaries is the responsibility of adjoining land owners. 
 
4.3 Aims and Objectives 
 
4.3.1 Aims 
A) To maximise the nature conservation value of the site. 
 
B) To maximise the value of the site for appropriate public amenity. 
  
4.3.2 Objectives 
1) To maintain the extent and diversity of the main areas of species-rich 

grassland on the site. 
 
2) To reinstate grazing on the site. 
 
3) To maintain and extend the patches of species-rich grassland within 

the bracken dominated areas. 
 
4) To maintain and enhance the nature conservation value of scrub and 

other wooded habitats. 
 
5) To control the extent of tall herb vegetation. 
 
6) To manage public access to the site so that its amenity value is 
 maximised without any threat to its nature conservation value. 
 
7) To maintain cultural features on the site. 
 
8) To maintain the site in a safe condition. 
 
9) To review the success of site management. 
 
4.4 Management Prescriptions 
This list should be read in conjunction with map 3 and the work planner. 
 
Objective 1: To maintain the extent and diversity of species-rich 
grassland on the site. 
Rationale 
Species-rich grassland is the most valuable habitat on the site. It was 
previously maintained by grazing, but for approximately ten years has been 
maintained by mowing. This has been sufficient to conserve species-rich 
grassland, but there has been gradual bracken invasion and this threatens to 
significant reduce the common’s nature conservation value. It is therefore 
proposed that management should aim to progressively reduce the extent of 



 

13 

 

bracken encroachment onto the grassland.  
 
Cutting for hay, which is generally adequate to maintain grasslands, has not 
proved sufficient on its own to control the spread of bracken. Early cutting  
could be helpful, but if carried out across the whole common could destroy 
skylark nests. Not only would this be illegal, but it would remove one of the 
common’s significant features. Skylarks often have two or three broods a 
year, and management of the areas in which they nest should be delayed until 
late July. It is therefore proposed that early cutting be used in a limited 
number of areas chosen because disturbance from walkers and dogs is high, 
and they are therefore unsuitable for nesting skylarks, and because they are 
species-rich. Across all of the grassland area rolling the regrowth following 
hay cutting may be effective in achieving partial control of bracken. However, 
a suitable roller does not appear to be available. It would be helpful if the PC 
could invest in a machine for this purpose that could be ATV mounted. 
 
Other methods have been considered but are not appropriate. Herbicide use 
is problematic: use of the main bracken-specific herbicide, Asulam, was 
allowed in 2014 as an emergency measure (but not utilised on the common) 
but in the long term its use may not be allowed. Application across the whole 
common would be costly, repeat applications would be required and success 
is not guaranteed. The only other herbicide effective against bracken, 
glyphosate, is non-specific and its use on the common, except as a spot-
treatment, would be very damaging. Burning is not effective in controlling 
bracken. 
 
Prescriptions 
1.1 No fertilisers or herbicides should be used on the grasslands. 
 
1.2 Mow the grassland areas during late July. Gather the arisings and 
remove from site (hay cut).  
 
1.3 If necessary  roll these grasslands in late August, in order to crush any 
regrowing bracken fronds. 
 
1.4 Roll the bracken areas shown on attached map from May /June 
through to Aug / Sept at least twice - once earlier then again 4 – 6 weeks later 
– season and growth dependant (clearly avoiding nesting bird interest) in 
order to control the spread of bracken. 
 
1.5  Depending on the outcome of this management, consider extending it 
gradually into adjacent grassland areas, avoiding impacts on nesting skylarks. 
 
Objective 2: To reinstate grazing on the site 
Rationale 
Grazing was the traditional management technique on the site and can be 
effective in controlling bracken. Beef cattle would be the most suitable stock to 
use; ponies might also be useful. Sheep are ineffective in controlling bracken 
and would be very vulnerable to dog attacks, which cattle can usually 
withstand. However, it should be noted that some of the spread of bracken 
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took place whilst the common was still grazed; a high level of grazing would 
be required to reinstate areas of species-rich grassland and mowing would 
still be required for the foreseeable future.  
 
Reasons for the ultimate abandonment of grazing include the Foot and Mouth 
outbreak and the tendancy of stock to wander out onto roads. In order to 
avoid the latter in future some form of fencing, combined with three cattle 
grids and two self-closing bridle gates, would be required. This would require 
an application for consent to the Planning Inspectorate. This option has been 
explored and concerns, mostly relating to the noise of cars crossing cattle 
grids, have been raised. In order to avoid this conflict the fence and grid close 
to The Street would have to be set back from the edge of the common.  
However the main difficulty encountered at the last attempt to gain planning 
consent was the complexity of the laws governing the use of common land. 
One  local farmer has expressed interest in grazing cattle on the common, but 
his proposal is not acceptable to the parish council.  
 
Cattle would be most useful in the bracken-dominated area, where trampling 
might reinstate patches of grassland. Experience at sites such as Dolebury 
Warren, however, shows that animals are unwilling to enter dense stands of 
bracken. They can be encouraged into priority areas by positioning salt licks 
where grazing would be most beneficial. The most beneficial animals to use 
would be young beef cattle; these should preferably be on the common in two 
periods, from August to October to graze the bulk of vegetation, and in 
February or March (depending on ground conditions) to crush young bracken 
ponds. The level of stocking would depend on site conditions and availability 
of stock, but should start with a small number of animals. 
 
Prescriptions 
2.1 Pursue options for grazing the common, following the example of 
Bannerdown Common. 
 
Objective 3: To maintain and extend the patches of species-rich 
grassland within the bracken dominated areas. 
Rationale 
The bracken has nature conservation value, for instance as bird breeding 
habitat for species such as willow warbler and as cover for bluebells and the 
associated moth Hysterophera maculosana, and its eradication is neither 
desirable nor practical. However, it has increased substantially at the expense 
of species-rich acidic grassland, which is now present in very small quantity 
only. It is therefore proposed that bracken control is concentrated on areas 
where species-rich grassland persists: along paths, around the old football 
pitch and around the patch of bilberry and heather. This could be achieved by 
using a tractor-mounted mower to mow strips of bracken. 
 
In some of these areas western gorse is present. This species is of interest in 
itself and also provides shelter for rabbits, which help to keep grassland open. 
Gorse should therefore not be mown. 
 
The small patch of bilberry and heather is one of the key features of the site. 
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At present the grassland around these plants is mown, but the small patch 
where they grow is left unmown. This is a good method for encouraging the 
plants, and the unmown patch should be allowed to expand as the bilberry 
and heather spread, but some control of encroaching scrub will be required. 
 
Prescriptions 
3.1 Widen existing paths through the bracken by mowing a 3-4 metre wide 
strip with a tractor mounted mower. Avoid cutting any plants of gorse. Collect 
arisings. 
 
3.2 Mow the barrow and the open patch near the Hay Lane entrance 
annually in late July or early August. Gather and remove arisings. 
 
3.3 Extend the grassland patch near the Hay Lane entrance by cutting 
bracken and bramble from a three metre wide strip around the edge of the 
area. 
 
3.4 Extend the grassland at the former football pitch by cutting bracken 
from a three metre wide strip on its eastern and northern edges. Do not cut 
back the gorse patch. Aim to extend the area further by cutting a wider strip 
towards the end of the management plan period. 
 
3.5 Continue to mow the grassland around the bilberry and heather patch 
in August; gather and remove the arisings. 
 
3.6 Extend the grassland around the bilberry and heather patch by clearing 
an additional three metre wide strip on the edge of the area. 
 
3.7 Clear encroaching trees and scrub from the small unmown patch 
around the bilberry and heather plants. Extend this unmown patch as the 
bilberry and heather spread. 
 
Objective 4: To maintain and enhance the nature conservation value of 
scrub and other wooded habitats. 
Rationale 
The most significant area of scrub on the site is the patch of gorse. The scrub 
is a scarce habitat locally and provides cover for rabbits and nesting habitat 
for birds, in particular for linnet and, formerly, for stonechat. The gorse 
requires infrequent management in order to maintain the low dense structure 
that is favoured by invertebrates and breeding birds and to prevent 
succession to secondary woodland. 
 
Across the rest of the bracken dominated area there are scattered trees and 
bushes. These provide nesting sites for birds such as song thrush and song 
posts for species such as yellowhammer and willow warbler. Oak, in 
particular, is likely to be of value for invertebrates and species such as sallow 
and hawthorn provide valuable nectar sources for insects. However, 
uncontrolled growth of these species would threaten more open habitats of 
high nature conservation value and areas have been cleared of scrub, leaving 
scattered standards, on a rotational basis. It is proposed that this 



 

16 

 

management continues on the whole, but that parts of the eastern corner of 
the common are allowed to develop into open oak-dominated woodland. This 
would provide a valuable habitat, and allow management efforts to be 
concentrated elsewhere. 
 
Prescriptions:  Gorse Scrub 
 
Gorse is particularly susceptible to burning and in the event of fires these 
guidelines may have to be entirely revised. 
 
4.1 Cut the south-western 25% of the main block of gorse in the 2016/17 
winter. 
 
4.2 Cut the north-eastern 25% of the main block of gorse in the 2019/20 
winter. 
 
4.3 Cut the north-western 25% of the main block of gorse in the 2022/23 
winter. 
 
4.4 Cut the south-eastern 25% of the main block of gorse in the 2025/26 
winter. 
 
4.5 Cut any outlying areas of gorse not covered above in the 2028/2029 
winter. 
 
4.6 Aim to repeat these cuts on a 7 to 10 year rotation, depending on the 
vigour of regrowth. As a rule of thumb, once bare stems are visible beneath 
the foliage the gorse should be re-cut. 
 
Prescriptions: Other Scrub 
 
4.7 When trees are cut some dead wood should be retained as 
invertebrate habitat, although it is recognised that most will be removed as 
firewood. As a general guideline it is recommended that a single 2m length of 
wood should be retained per 100m2 of common (approximately). 
 
4.8 The aim of most scrub and tree management will be to remove the 
plants involved. Following cutting their stumps should therefore be treated 
with herbicide. 
 
4.9 Cut and treat all oak saplings growing on the round barrow in the 
2015/16 winter, and repeat as necessary. 
 
4.10 Flail off line of bramble growing on the northern edge of the path along 
the northern edge of the common in the 2015/16 winter, and repeat as 
necessary. 
 
4.11 In the 2015/16 winter remove all hawthorn and four oaks from the 
triangle formed by the paths in the eastern corner of the common (as shown 
on the attached map). Treat stumps. 
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4.12 In the 2016/17 winter create glade by clearing and treating all trees and 
scrub in the area shown on the attached map. Treat all stumps with herbicide 
except a clump of six hawthorn on the western edge of the area. 
 
4.13 In the 2017/18 winter remove clump of scrub as shown on the attached 
map. Treat stumps. 
 
4.14 In the 2018/19 winter remove the trees and shrubs as shown on the 
attached map. Treat stumps. 
 
4.15  In the 2020/2021 winter remove all trees and shrubs from the areas 
shown on the attached map, but retain four oaks, all rowans and all sallows. 
 
4.16 In the 2021/2022 winter remove all trees and shrubs from the areas 
shown on the attached map, but retain five oaks, all rowans and all sallows. 
 
Objective 5: To control the extent of tall herb vegetation. 
Rationale 
There are small amounts of tall herb vegetation on the site, largely mixed 
thistle and nettle on the northern edge and rosebay willowherb in the north-
western corner of the common. The latter, in particular, is threatening species-
rich grassland and control would be necessary. The thistles and nettles are 
growing on soil that is highly nutrient enriched and establishment of grassland 
is not practical here. The edges of the area should be managed in order to 
prevent further spread, but the core of the area should be left as habitat for 
birds and invertebrates. 
 
Prescriptions 
5.1 Cut back areas of rosebay willowherb in the north-western corner of the 
common. 
 
5.2 Strim a two metre wide strip around the edge of the patch of nettle and 
thistle on the northern edge of the common. 
 
Objective 6: To manage public access to the site so that its amenity 
value is maximised without any threat to its nature conservation value. 
Rationale 
The common is important for dog walking and other forms of informal 
recreation. There are informal paths through both grassland and bracken 
dominated areas and the management proposed at 3.1 above should improve 
the latter. Paths are generally in good condition, without wet or uneven 
surfaces, and improvement is not required. 
 
There are car parking areas at the north-western and south-western corners 
of the common. Both, especially the north-western area, are well used. There 
is no intention to encourage additional parking on the site, but improvements 
to the area by St Katharine’s Church have recently been completed to 
accommodate and manage demand. There is a significant problem with litter 
around the north-western area in particular; litter is also left on the pull in to 
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the north of West Lane. Much of this is probably left by drivers waiting for pick-
ups at the airport, who could be encouraged to contribute to dealing with the 
problem. At present litter is generally removed unofficially by volunteers. 
 
The signs at all the access points which prohibit vehicles driving on the 
common have recently been standardized and improved. However better 
interpretation boards at the site entrances would be useful in promoting the 
common’s particular interest and the reasons for management. 
 
There is one problem with a neighbour in the north-western corner of the site, 
who has planted a eucalyptus on the common; vehicular access to these 
properties also causes some problems in this part of the site. 
 
Prescriptions 
6.1  Carry out regular litter picks. Seek support from Bristol Airport for this 
activity. 
 (6.2 replaced) 
 
6.2 Monitor the condition of the south-western parking area and if 
necessary improve to prevent rutting or cars using other parts of the common. 
 
6.3 Install interpretation boards at the south-western and north-western 
corners of the common. 
 
6.4 Continue to liaise with householders to explain importance of the 
common and its protection. Remove eucalyptus and cupressus trees. 
 
Objective 7: To maintain cultural features on the site. 
Rationale 
Three barrows in the southern part of the site have been kept open by 
periodic mowing. As well as maintaining visibility of these features this has 
conserved areas of species-rich grassland. Management has generally been 
adequate to retain the barrows in an accessible state. However, a ring of 
stones protecting the conjoined barrow was removed as it was felt that it 
distracted from the setting of the barrow. This has allowed vehicular access to 
the monument. Although such events are very rare the barrow, as the highest 
point on the common, is attractive to a small minority. Physical damage to the 
barrow was seen in July 2014 and it seems preferable that some form of 
protection is re-instated. 
 
Prescriptions 
7.1 Flail any bramble on the barrows at least twice a year, as necessary to 
retain them in a scrub-free condition. 
  
7.2 Mow / strim grassland on the barrows as necessary to retain them in a 
scrub-free condition. Gather and remove arisings. 
 
7.3 Consider using large logs to block vehicular access to the conjoined 
barrow. 
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Objective 8: To maintain the site in a safe condition. 
Rationale 
There are few specific health and safety concerns relating to the common, 
which lacks features such as cliffs, steep slopes or wetlands. The beech trees 
by St Katharine’s Church have some large limbs and their condition should be 
monitored. The condition of car parking areas should also be monitored. 
 
Prescriptions 
8.1 Review the condition of the beech trees and the car parking areas 
twice a year, and carry out any necessary remedial works. 
8.2      Monitor the use of dog waste bins. Aim to increase / enforce use and 
decrease dog fouling of common generally 
 
Objective 9: To review the success of site management. 
Rationale 
The success of the management proposals above should be monitored and 
reviewed. 
 
Prescriptions 
9.1 Take photographs from fixed points showing extent of bracken. 
 
9.2 Carry out annual quantitative bird breeding surveys, so that the number 
of pairs of skylark, willow warbler, linnet and yellowhammer is known. 
 
9.3 Review condition of grassland annually, assessing species-richness 
and the extent of bracken encroachment. 
 
9.4 Review management activities annually, and revise management plan 
as required. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Please see Ten year work planner 
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APPENDIX 1 
 
Plant Species Lists 
 
Abundance: 
 
D – dominant 
A – abundant 
F – frequent 
O – occasional 
R – rare 
L – locally 
 
Status: 
 
GI – unimproved grassland indicator species 
AN – Avon Notable Species 

Main Grassland Area 

Common Name Scientific Name 2002 2014 Status 

Yarrow Achillea millefolium R R  

Agrimony Agrimonia euaptoria R R GI 

Common Bent Agrostis capillaris A F  

Velvet Bent Agrostis vinealis  RLF GI,AN 

Sweet Vernal Grass Anthoxanthum odoratum A OLF  

Cow Parsley Anthriscus sylvestris  R  

False Oat-Grass Arrhenatherum elatius R RLF  

Common Daisy Bellis perennis R R  

Quaking Grass Briza media R R GI 

Upright Brome Bromopsis erecta O RLF GI 

Soft-brome Bromus hordaceus R R  

Harebell Campanula rotundifolia R R GI, AN 

Spring Sedge Carex caryophyllea R R GI 

Glaucous Sedge Carex flacca R R GI 

Common Knapweed  Centaurea nigra R R GI 

Common Mouse-ear Cerastium fontanum R R  

Rosebay Willowherb  Chamerion angustifolium R RLF  

Creeping Thistle Cirsium arvense R R  

Marsh Thistle Cirsium palustre  R  

Pignut Conopodium majus F O GI 

Hawthorn Crataegus monogyna R R  
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Common Name Scientific Name 2002 2014 Status 

Smooth Hawk’s-beard Crepis capillaris R R  

Beaked hawk’s-beard Crepis vesicaria R R  

Crested Dog's-tail Cynosurus cristatus R O  

Cock's-foot Dactylis glomerata O RLF  

Common Spotted Orchid Dactylorhiza fuchsia  R GI 

Heath Spotted Orchid Dactylorhiza maculata R  GI, AN 

Eyebright Euphrasia officinalis agg. R  GI 

Sheep's Fescue Festuca ovina R R GI 

Red Fescue Festuca rubra A F  

Hedge Bedstraw Galium mollugo R R  

Heath Bedstraw Galium saxatile O RLF GI,AN 

Lady's Bedstraw Galium verum R R GI 

Ground-ivy Glechoma hederacea R R  

Downy Oat-grass Helictotrichon pubescens O R GI,AN 

Yorkshire Fog Holcus lanatus A F  

Bluebell Hyacinthoides non-scripta O OLF  

Slender St. John's-wort  Hypericum pulchrum R R GI,AN 

Common Cat’s-ear Hypochaeris radicata O O  

Crested hair-grass Koeleria macrantha R R GI,AN 

Bitter Vetchling Lathyrus linifolius R RLF GI, AN 

Meadow Vetchling Lathyrus pratensis  R GI 

Autumnal Hawkbit Leontodon autumnalis R R  

Rough Hawkbit  Leontodon hispidus R R GI 

Fairy Flax / Purging Flax Linum catharticum R R GI 

Perennial Rye-grass  Lolium perenne R R  

Common Bird's-foot-trefoil Lotus corniculatus O OLF GI 

Large Bird's-foot-trefoil Lotus pedunculatus O R GI 

Field Wood-rush Luzula campestris O RLF GI 

Burnet Saxifrage Pimpinella saxifraga R R GI 

Ribwort Plantain Plantago lanceolata F O  

Rat’s-tail Plantain Plantago major R R  

Annual Meadow-grass Poa annua R R  

Smooth Meadow-grass Poa pratensis R R  

Rough Meadow-grass Poa trivialis R R  
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Common Name Scientific Name 2002 2014 Status 

Silverweed Potentilla anserina O R  

Tormentil Potentilla erecta O OLF GI 

Self-heal Prunella vulgaris  R  

Bracken Pteridium aquilinum R OLF  

Bulbous Buttercup Ranunculus bulbosus O RLF  

Lesser Celandine Ranunculus ficaria R   

Creeping Buttercup Ranunculus repens O R  

Yellow-rattle Rhinanthus minor R RLF GI 

Common Sorrel Rumex acetosa O R  

Sheep's Sorrel Rumex acetosella R R GI,AN 

Salad Burnet Sanguisorba minor R R GI 

Common Ragwort Senecio jacobaea R R  

Lesser Stitchwort Stellaria graminea O R GI 

Dandelion Taraxacum vulgare agg R R  

Lesser Trefoil Trifolium dubium R R  

Least Trefoil  Trifolium micranthum R R AN 

Red Clover Trifolium pratense O OLF  

White Clover Trifolium repens A OLF  

Yellow Oat-grass Trisetum flavescens R R GI 

Western Gorse Ulex gallii R RLF GI,AN 

Stinging Nettle Urtica dioica R RLF  

Germander Speedwelll Veronica chamaedrys O R  

Tufted Vetch Vicia cracca R R GI 

Bush Vetch Vicia sepium R R  

Early Dog-violet  Viola reichenbachiana R   

Common Dog-violet Viola riviniana O R  
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Bracken-dominated Areas 

 

Common Name Scientific Name 2002 2014 Status 

Yarrow Achillea millefolium R R  

Common Bent Agrostis capillaris A RLF  

Creeping Bent / Fiorin Agrostis stolonifera R R  

Velvet Bent Agrostis vineale A RLF GI,AN 

Meadow Foxtail Alopecurus pratensis R   

Sweet Vernal Grass Anthoxanthum odoratum O OLF  

False Oat-Grass Arrhenatherum elatius O R  

Ling Calluna vulgaris  R AN 

Harebell Campanula rotundifolia  R GI,AN 

Pill Sedge Carex pilulifera R R GI,AN 

Common Knapweed  Centaurea nigra R R GI 

Rosebay Willowherb Chamerion angustifolium O RLF  

Creeping Thistle Cirsium arvense R R  

Marsh Thistle Cirsium palustre R R  

Pignut Conopodium majus O RLF  

Hawthorn Crataegus monogyna R O  

Cock's-foot Dactylis glomerata R R  

Wavy Hair-grass Deschampsia flexuosa O RLF GI,AN 

Foxglove Digitalis purpurea R R  

Broad Buckler-fern Dryopteris dilatata R R  

 Male Fern Dryopteris filix-mas R R  

Japanese Knotweed Fallopia japonica R   

Red Fescue Festuca rubra O R  

Ash Fraxinus excelsior  R  

Common Hemp-nettle Galeopsis tetrahit R R  

Heath Bedstraw Galium saxatile F RLF GI,AN 

Lady's Bedstraw Galium verum R R GI 

Hogweed  Heracleum sphondylium R R  

Yorkshire Fog Holcus lanatus O RLF  

Bluebell Hyacinthoides non-scripta O OLF  

Slender St John’s-wort Hypericum pulchrum R R GI,AN 

Common Catsear Hypochaeris radicata R R  

Slender Rush Juncus tenuis R R  
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Common Name Scientific Name 2002 2014 Status 

Rough Hawkbit Leontodon hispidus R  GI 

Honeysuckle Lonicera periclymenum R R  

Common Bird's-foot-trefoil Lotus corniculatus R RLG GI 

Large Bird's-foot-trefoil Lotus pedunculatus R R GI 

Field Wood-rush Luzula campestris R R GI 

Heath Wood-rush Luzula multiflora R R GI,AN 

Purple Moor-grass Molinia caerulea F RLF GI,AN 

Ribwort Plantain Plantago lanceolata R R  

Annual Meadow-grass Poa annua R R  

Rough Meadow-grass Poa trivialis R R  

Tormentil Potentilla erecta O RLF GI 

Bracken Pteridium aquilinum A A  

Pedunculate Oak Quercus robur R R  

Meadow Buttercup Ranunculus acris R R  

Bulbous Buttercup Ranunculus bulbosus R R  

Creeping Buttercup Ranunculus repens R R  

Dog Rose Rosa canina agg. R R  

Bramble Rubus fruticosus agg. F RLF  

Common Sorrel Rumex acetosa O R  

Sheep's Sorrel Rumex acetosella O R GI,AN 

Grey Willow Salix cinerea R   

Sallow Salix x reichanbachiana  R  

Rowan Sorbus aucuparia  R  

Lesser Stitchwort Stellaria graminea R R GI 

Western Gorse Ulex gallii F RLF AN 

Stinging Nettle Urtica dioica R R  

Bilberry Vaccinium myrtillus R R AN 

Germander Speedwelll Veronica chamaedrys R R  

Bush Vetch Vicia sepium R R  

Early Dog-violet  Viola reichenbachiana R   

Common Dog-violet Viola riviniana R R  
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